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“At first people didn’t want to hold hands with each other, but when they got the
hang of it they wanted to, and it didn’t matter if they were Somali, white or
black...they still danced with each other. And then at the end they cared about
each other and if they messed up they kept on trying and trying.”

Nia, Minneapolis fifth grader

gender




“The key lesson 1s how to treat others...how to treat each other with respect.”

Principal James Clark, Windom Dual Immersion School, Minneapolis

92% of principals and 81% of teachers
saw a positive change in the way
children treated each other.

“Fifth grade saw a decline in behavior
(issues) and increase in positive
student relationships.”

“Their level of respect toward one
another increased each lesson.”
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Some of our quietest students were = SChQOI climate and 78 _/° of teaCh?r_s
shining stars on the dance floor.” said their classroom experienced positive

change after starting Dancing Classrooms.

“I'noticed an increased trust from the get-go.
58% of principals believed Dancing Usually, that kind of trust-building takes weeks.”

Classrqoms had a positive In.maCt on_ “They loved it and | felt like it brought out confidence
academic performa"ce (rema'nder said and an inner strength they didn’t know they had.”
“Don’t know” or too early to assess).
“It was a great community-builder and positively

“| don’t think it was a coincidence that we had impacted all four of our classrooms.”
dance and had the most significant growth as well
as proficiency compared to the rest of the school.”

(Fifth grade teacher, Minneapolis) 75% Of-par?nts saw positive change in
how their children felt about themselves
“Students worked more effectively together during Dancing Classrooms.
in the classroom.”
“He felt proud. We were proud.
“Dancing Classrooms made the classroom He felt more grown up.
want to write more.”

“Comparte mas sus emociones:
She shares her emotions more.”

82% of parents would recommend
Dancing Classrooms

“I've witnessed my son teaching our daughter
how to be polite. He even opened the
door for her.”

“Who knew 10 and 11 year olds could do it?
They didn’t know. Thanks for stretching
their expectations of themselves.”

Above results and comments come from 2016-17 Dancing Classrooms surveys of Twin Cities educators

and parents, or from video at www.heartofdancemn.org.
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Teaching Artist Sponsors ($5,000+)
Sonja Vogen Baertsch (Duluth)

The Emerald Foundation

Bob Sondag

Tango Sponsors ($2,000)
Catherine Andrus

Cinema Ballroom Staff and Students
Maxine Wallin

Rumba Sponsors ($1,000-$1,999)
Maggie and Tom Arzdorf-Schubbe
Judith S. Corson

Cecily Hines

Andrea and Dr. Brad Kuzel (Duluth)
Robert Midness

Delores (Dede) Ouren

Donald Phillips

Connie Remele

Sarah Rockler

Jill Smith and Greg Warmer

Emily Anne Staples Tuttle

Andrew Thomas

Superior Ballroom Dance Studio (Duluth)
Dr. Constance Thai and Dr. Tony Novak
Susan and Paul Waldon

Dennis Yelkin

Swing Sponsors ($500-$999)
Julie Anderson

Anonymous

Beverly Aplikowski

Delia Bujold

Camille Burke

Ligaya Carlos

Jim Carter (Duluth)

Sharon Kennedy

Janie Mayeron and James Lockhart
Ron Mirenda

Debra Owens

Dave and Cathy Schmitt

Russell Scott

St. Paul Sunrise Rotary Club

Nancy and Bob Theiler

Lynne Thompson

Foxtrot Sponsors ($250-$499)
Rebecca Anderson

Susan (Sam) Boren

John Burns

Nell and Ronald Collier

Dancelife Ballroom

Heather and John Hammargren
Suzanne Jebe

Chris Kempainen

Peggy Kubicz Hall and Ed Hall

Jean LaFavor

< An affiliate of Minnesota Philanthropy Partners

Mardag Foundation

Lee and Bonnie McGrath

Kathryn Nelson

Tom and Marian Niemiec

Daniel Pennie and Anne Carayon

Dee Dee Phillips

Ha Tuong

Timothy Ulrich

Nancy Weidler

Friends of Heart of Dance ($50-$249)

Barbara and Sheldon Ajax

Kevin and Amy Allin

Lynn Anderson

Meghan Anderson and Igor Afonkin
Robert Anholt and Ann Waltner
Jennifer and Mark Arriola

David Bakke and Julie Morse
Connie Barry

Karin Berg

Linda Bjorklund

Susan Blohm

Lance and Karen Boole

Antoinette and Thomas Burkhart
Anne and Thomas Carrier

Yeun Jong Chou

Lolyann Connor

Peter Dimock and Vicki Nauschultz
Kim and Timothy Dirr

Anita Duckor

Ruthena Fink

Anne Gandrud

Joe and Moose Giannetti

Sandi and Greg Gotz

James Gray

Kathryn Griebel

Mary Hartnett and Joseph Knaeble
Lynne Heidelbauer

Mark and Susan Hervey

Doug Holtan

Ann and Chuck Hommeyer

Dolores Houle and Michael Lambert
Judy Hutterer Prentiss

Zachary Jones and Amy Hero Jones
Becky Kelso N W
John and Shary Kempainen ‘ Y

Dan and Whitney Kieffer -‘

Victor Kirsch
ol

Leslie Koepke
Ludwig J. Kulas
Marie Kunze
Danielle Larson
Anne LaTourelle

F. R. BIGELOW FOUNDATION

THE SAINT PAUL FOUNDATION

An affiliate of Minnesota Philanthropy Partners

L. Kelley Lindquist

Paul Lundell

Helen Malby

Stacy and Andrew McGrath

Mary Jo McGuire

Linda Mell

Christina Melloh

Richard and Beverly Naistat

Marlene Nelson

Tracy Nordstrom and Kurt Waltenbaugh
Juanita and Richard Noren

Scott and Bernie Osborn

Nelson Peralta

Mark and Mary Peterson

John and Anne Quincy

Shannon Regan

Art and Cheri Rolnick

Sande and Ken Rud

Robert Salazar

Gaynell Schandel

Su Anne Schloo

Carl Schlueter

Jonathan Scott

Jeff Skaalrud

Linda and Michael Smith

Lyndon Smith

Pat Soulak

Paul Stachour

Missy Staples Thompson

Raymond Stiff

Gary Stroick and Carol Post

Margaret Telfer

Joyce Thompson

Daniel and Trudy Thompson

Michele Timmons

Thomas Tinkham and Jacquelyn Hauser
Kay and Peter Walsh

Ellen Werr

Arlene Wilson

Lynn Winick

Jeff and Parin Winter

Sara and Douglas Wolff

Dianne Zepeda

In-Kind Donors

C.J. Hurst

MidPointe Event Center

Rory Thomas Productions

Twin Cities Open Ballroom Championships
University of Minnesota Ballroom Dance Club
u partner dance

USA Dance, Minnesota Chapter

We gratefully acknowledge our Founding Members
of our Circle of Dance Champions (in red ahove),

who have made a five-year commitment to Heart of
Dance at the levels indicated.

A o
METROPOLITAN

REGIONAL ARTS COUNCIL

This activity made possible by the voters of Minnesota

through a grant from the Metropolitan Regional Arts

Council, thanks to a legislative appropriation from the
arts and cultural heritage fund.
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2016-2017 Heart of Dance Board of Directors
Dennis Yelkin, Chair

Nell Collier

Greg Warner

Robert Sondag

Cecily Hines

Dede Ouren

Jill Smith

Chris Kempainen

Ha Tuong

Heart of Dance Staff

Andrea Mirenda, Co-President and Chief Creative Officer

Ember Reichgott Junge, Co-President and Chief Development Officer
Janine Premil, Finance Manager

Carrie Sandgren, Program Manager

Amy Hero Jones, Associate Director of Development

Elena Giannetti, Administrative Coordinator

Rose Hartnett, Administrative Coordinator

Lecam Trang, Administrative Assistant

Claire Goulson, Administrative Assistant

Teaching Artists
Heather Johnson, Lead
Michael Engel

Katie Taintor

Jessica Smith

Djenane Saint Juste
Janay Henry

Bonnie Inveen

Volunteer Engagement Committee
Dede Ouren, Chair

Nyemadi Dunbar

Cecily Hines

Joyce Thompson

Leslie Whitney

Dennis Yelkin

2016-2017 School Partners

Academia Cesar Chavez, St. Paul

Athlos Leadership Academy, Brooklyn Park
Benjamin E. Mays IB World School, St. Paul

Excell Academy for Higher Learning, Brooklyn Park
Field Community School, Minneapolis

Four Seasons A+ Elementary School, St. Paul
Friendship Academy of the Arts, Minneapolis
Harambee Elementary School, Maplewood
Learning for Leadership Charter School, Minneapolis
LIFE Prep, St. Paul

Linwood Monroe Arts Plus, St. Paul

LoveWorks Academy for Visual and Performing Arts, Golden Valley
Maternity of Mary-Saint Andrew School, St. Paul
Mississippi Creative Arts Magnet, St. Paul
Northport Elementary School, Brooklyn Center
Odyssey Academy, Brooklyn Center

St. Paul Music Academy, St. Paul

Stonebridge IB World School, Minneapolis

Paul and Sheila Wellstone Elementary, St. Paul
Windom Dual Immersion School, Minneapolis

Program Volunteer Classroom Assistants

Dede Ouren, Coordinator; Catherine Dodge, Joyce Thompson,
Julie Jacobson Kendle, Leslie Koepke, Elaine Prebonich,

John Sandgren, Leslie Whitney, Dianne Zepeda

Professional Ballroom Dance Judges
Scott Anderson, Nathan Daniels, Eliecer Ramirez, Rebecca Ramirez,
Shinya McHenry, Amy Anderson, Donna Edelstein

Professional Dance “Buddies”

Igor Afonkin, Russell Alliev, Meghan Anderson, Gordon Bratt,

Eric W. Hoyer, Chris Kempainen, Julie Jacobson Kendle, Troy Lerum,
Chad and Joanna Lessard, Shinya McHenry, Todd Paulus, Eliecer
Ramirez-Vargas, Dipendra Thakur, Joel Torgeson

2016-17 FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Grants  $75000  Events 44T Program Services ~ $199,771
Foundations $25,005  Program Service Fees $104,000 Management and $31,399
Individuals _ §11.776 Fundraising

$250,958

$231.170
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COMMUNITY

1,760+ dancing fifth graders. 24 schools. 80 classrooms.
Allin our first two years. We couldn’t have done this alone.

As fifth grader Jose told us, “Dancing Classrooms builds
bridges.” You are doing the same. We are grateful to our
donors and funders large and small, to our dedicated
Classroom Assistants and other amazing volunteers, to our
Heart of Dance staff team including our talented Teaching
Artists, and most of all, to our educator partners who took a
chance to journey with us.

Because of you, we will serve 2500+ students in over 100
classrooms in school year 2017-18. We will grow our fifth
grade classrooms and launch our inaugural eighth grade
residency in the Twin Cities. We will welcome our fifth grade
partner schools in Duluth and Rochester, Minnesota.

Thank you for helping to transform young lives and build
community within our schools and beyond.

Dennis Yelkin, Board Chair

Andrea Mirenda and Ember Reichgott Junge,
Co-Presidents

“I liked Dancing Classrooms
because it did not just teach us how
to dance. It taught us how to make
more bridges with our classmates,

~ like a better friendship and getting

- to know someone better. Everyone
knows there is nothing stronger
than love in the world and I think
that was really important from
Dancing Classrooms.”

Jose, Maplewood fifth grader

~

Help bring Dancing Classrooms to a child you love!

® Connect us to educators and parents

*Volunteer as a Classroom Assistant

® Audition to become a Teaching Artist

* Make a financial gift in any amount

*Become a Classroom Sponsor to
grow more classrooms

DANCING
!.! CLASSROOMS

info@heartofdancemn.org = www.heartofdancemn.org
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