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“Teamwork means looking your 
partner in the eyes and showing 
who you are on the outside.” 
 – DAVID, 5th grade 

Teamwork

 97%
  of educators saw 

 positive change in how 
students treated each other.

 

Respect



“She loved it and she became a leader 
within the group. She practiced a lot 
at home and was proud of herself.”
 – PARENT

“He said it made him feel 
good inside. Thank you!” 
 – PARENT

Elegance

 66%
  of parents noticed

 positive change in 
how their child felt about 
him or herself during 
Dancing Classrooms.



HARRY‘S STORY   “I was new to school and didn’t know anybody. I
was really shy. I thought people would see my mistakes and laugh
at me. But after a couple weeks, Ms. Frances, my dance teacher,
made me feel like I belonged there. She made everyone feel like
that. I started liking it and wanting to do it. The biggest change
for me from Dancing Classrooms is I’m not shy anymore. I feel like 
I can do something really well. Ms. Frances made me feel I could 
do anything!”

INSPIRING CONFIDENCE

“If you have a dream, don’t stop because someone is going
to think you’re bad at it. It just means you probably need
to practice and that’s what I did.” – HARRY, 5th grade,

north park elementary school, fridley

“We‘re not just teaching dance, 
we‘re teaching an open-minded 

approach to life.”
– MS. FRANCES, TEACHING ARTIST



ELLIE‘S STORY   Ellie struggled with school. Her anxiety 
caused her to withdraw from classmates and school 
activities. She didn’t do sports because her lungs didn’t 
work well. Dancing Classrooms changed that. She found 
a sport where she wouldn’t get tired out. “When people 
want to dance with me, it makes me feel really happy. 
It’s cool to see everybody being nice to each other.” 
Now she and her friends go dancing together. “For me, 
it became one of the best things in my life, and it’s my 
favorite thing to do now.”

“Dance changed my anxiety and depression and 
it gave me a reason to be excited about school.”
 – ELLIE, 8TH GRADE, 
 SEVEN HILLS PREPARATORY ACADEMY, RICHFIELD 

CREATING CONNECTIONS



REMOVING BARRIERS
5th grader “Antonio” and his family moved from hurricane-stricken 
Puerto Rico late in the school year, joining Dancing Classrooms in 
mid-residency. “He didn’t speak English. But in just three weeks 
he learned all the dances and was laughing with his new classmates 
and friends. His parents were so proud.”

– PRINCIPAL JIM CLARK,
WINDOM DUAL IMMERSION SCHOOL, MINNEAPOLIS

THE MAGIC OF DANCING
CLASSROOMS
Six Windom female team 
members volunteered to dance 
at the Colors of the Rainbow 
Team Match with the gentlemen 
of majority-Somali Learning 
for Leadership Charter School, 
because their class, by fluke 

of enrollment, included only 5th grade male 
students. The students all met for the first 
time at the Team Match in warm-up practice. 
They elegantly walked in escort position onto 
the dance floor before a packed ballroom 
of families, danced with students they 
never met before, and won Third Place in 
their Team Match. Talk about gender and 
multicultural respect!



GENDER-INCLUSIVE 
Heart of Dance challenges stereotypes of ballroom dance by 
eliminating gender-specific language and traditional gender roles 
in partner dance. We don't use traditional ballroom dance terms 
such as ‘leader/follower’ but use instead the gender-neutral terms 
‘teammate’ or ‘partner.’ Gender-fluid students are encouraged to 
decide which set of steps they wish to learn.

*Photos on these pages do not reflect students in stories.

RESPECT FOR ALL 
5th grader “Blake” has a developmental disability and 
is in a wheelchair. He gets wheeled around by his 
Teaching Assistant, Mr. Tucker. “He really enjoys Dancing 
Classrooms. You can see it in his face—he lights up! I ask 
him, ‘how are you enjoying the dancing?’ He says, ‘Yes, 
it’s good!’ He loves it when Mr. Tucker spins him around 
and follows along with the dance movements.” 

– PRINCIPAL BE VANG,
MISSISSIPPI CREATIVE ARTS, ST. PAUL

“There is something about the
way this program presents
gender that erases expected 
traditional gender roles very 
naturally.”

–5TH GRADE TEACHER, PROCTOR

TRANSFORMING 
LIVES



“We were all messing up. But it was OK 
to mess up. We were laughing with each 
other. And we learned to be better—it 
was great.” 
  – CHARLOTTE, 5TH GRADER, 
  RALEIGH ACADEMY, DULUTH

THANK YOU TO OUR DULUTH VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Sonja Vogen Baertsch, Chair, Sue Anderson, Jim Carter, Andrea Kuzel, 
Dr. Ken Larson, Ben Mork, Tanya Wick, Darlene Wolfe

5th grader “Jared” experienced homelessness. It used to be a 
battle every morning to get him out of the car into the school 
building. “To my surprise, I saw him step up to demonstrate 
the Tango with a partner at our final showcase before a 
packed room of families. Tears came to my eyes. We finally 
found a way to reach Jared.” 
 – PRINCIPAL DIANE MORIN, 
 BAY VIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, PROCTOR

 

“They are dancing with different partners, making eye contact. 
They wouldn’t have looked another classmate in the eyes 
before this.” 
 – PRINCIPAL DANIELLE PERICH, 
 RALEIGH ACADEMY

NOTHIN' BUT RHYTHM IN THE NORTHLAND



THANK YOU TO OUR ROCHESTER VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Dr. Patricia Barrier, Chair, Terri Allred, Sharon Gentling, Marge Gramtham, 
Mary Phelps, Dr. Rosebud Roberts, Rita Russell

“It is a program that not only welcomes all 
students, but expects them to demonstrate 
strength of character at the highest level.”

– LISA ANDERSON,
 5TH GRADE TEACHER, PINEWOOD ELEMENTARY

“I witnessed children with behavior challenges 
transformed into leaders.” 

– DR. PATRICIA BARRIER,
CLASSROOM ASSISTANT

Rochester Schools Supt. Michael Mu∼noz 
led efforts to bring Dancing Classrooms 
to 16 Rochester 5th grade classrooms 
in 2017–18. Results? “It changed their 
lives for the better.”

of Riverside Central 
5th graders agreed 

“Relationships with 
my peers improved.”

ROCKIN’ IN ROCHESTER

“It helped me to learn to trust 
my classmates.”

– ROCHESTER 5TH GRADER

73%

“At first, dancing was cringe-worthy. Before we 
knew it, students showcased their elegance, 
respect, teamwork, trust, and joy for this new 
art they embraced in just ten weeks.”

– PRINCIPAL MATT RUZEK,
RIVERSIDE CENTRAL ELEMENTARY



The breakthroughs go well beyond our growth. 
This year we danced with Twin Cities 8th graders for 
the first time. Our new partnership with Rochester 
Public Schools meant dancing with 5th graders in 16 
classrooms in Rochester. We introduced Heart of Dance 
to three schools and seven 5th grade classrooms in 
Duluth and Proctor. We partnered with our first rural 
school in Cologne.

We appreciate and admire our educator partners, 
who continue to be our greatest champions. This 
year, 97% of educators saw a positive change in the 
way students treated each other through Dancing 
Classrooms. As 5th grader David from Mississippi 
Creative Arts in St. Paul told us, “I think Dancing 
Classrooms is a good program for getting along.”

We couldn’t have done this without you. We are 
grateful to our donors and funders large and small, 
to our dedicated volunteers and Classroom Assistants, 
and to our Heart of Dance staff, including a growing 
number of talented Teaching Artists. This year we 
welcomed enthusiastic new volunteers in all our cities.

And we welcomed new event sponsor partners such
as JCI Saint Paul (St. Paul Jaycees) and iDEAL
Energies. Thank you.

This year we move into new office space, 
build new community partnerships, and build on our
strong foundation so we can support and sustain
long-term growth for years to come.

Thank you for helping to transform young lives, 
as we dance together to create social change and
build community in schools and beyond.

Dennis Yelkin, Board Chair
Andrea Mirenda & Ember Reichgott Junge
Co-Presidents

2017–18 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dennis Yelkin, Chair
Cecily Hines, Vice Chair
Greg Warner, Secretary
Shane Haggerty, Treasurer
Bob Sondag
Nell Collier
Dede Ouren
Jill Smith

HEART OF DANCE STAFF
Andrea Mirenda, Co-President & Creative
Director
Ember Reichgott Junge, Co-President &
Director of Development
Amy Hero Jones, Associate Director of
Development
Janine Premil, Finance Manager
Carrie Sandgren, Program Manager 
Rose Hartnett, Administrative Coordinator
Claire Goulson, Administrative Assistant
Jessica Smith, Marketing and Events 
Jeremy Maddox, Kim Dirr, and 
Bill Keyes, School Development

BREAKTHROUGH IMPACT FOR HEART OF DANCE



DANCING CLASSROOMS 
TEACHING ARTISTS
Heather Johnson, Lead 
Bruce Abas
Drew Anderson
Jon Chiaravalle*
Frances Emberley 
Michael Engel 
Rayna Howard 
Leslie Koepke
Andrea Kuzel*
Esther Ouray 
Kami Sim**
Jessica Smith 
Edna Stevens

TWIN CITIES VOLUNTEER 
ENGAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE
Dede Ouren, Chair
Julia Hutchinson
Anne LaTourelle
Marci Levy-Maguire 
Pat Soulak
Joyce Thompson
Dennis Yelkin

VOLUNTEER CLASSROOM 
ASSISTANTS
Sally Arrindell**
Dr. Patricia Barrier**
Susan Blohm
Lance Boole

2017-18 SCHOOL PARTNERS
Athlos Leadership Academy, Brooklyn Park 
Bay View Elementary, Proctor
Cologne Academy, Cologne
Elton Hills Elementary, Rochester
Excell Academy for Higher Learning, Brooklyn Park
FAIR School, Crystal
Field Community School, Minneapolis
Four Seasons A+ Elementary, St. Paul
Friendship Academy of the Arts, Minneapolis
Gage Elementary, Rochester
Hamline Elementary, St. Paul
Jefferson Elementary, Rochester
Lake Nokomis Community School - Keewaydin, 
Minneapolis
Learning for Leadership Charter School, Minneapolis
L'Etoile du Nord French Immersion School, St. Paul
LIFE Prep, St. Paul
Linwood Monroe Arts Plus, St. Paul
LoveWorks Academy for Visual and Performing Arts,
Golden Valley 
Mississippi Creative Arts, St. Paul
MTS Elementary, Minneapolis
North Park Elementary, Fridley
Northport Elementary, Brooklyn Center
Pike Lake Elementary, Proctor
Pilgrim Lutheran School, Minneapolis
Pinewood Elementary, Rochester
Raleigh Academy, Duluth 
Riverside Central Elementary, Rochester 
Seven Hills Preparatory Academy, Richfield
Stonebridge World School, Minneapolis
The Heights Community School, St. Paul
Windom Dual Immersion School, Minneapolis

Peter Dimock
Kim Dirr
Catherine Dodge
Carolyn Gergen
Marge Gramtham**
Heather Hammargren
Susan Hervey
Marlene Nelson
Dede Ouren
Barbara Pelletier
Mary Phelps**
Elaine Prebonich
Lynn Rivers
Dr. Rosebud Roberts**
Dr. John Sandgren
SuAnne Schloo
Heather Snook
Joyce Thompson
Sonja Vogen Baertsch*
Dianne Zepeda

PROFESSIONAL 
BALLROOM DANCE 
JUDGES
Scott Anderson
Amy Anderson
Gordon Bratt
Donna Edelstein
Nathan Daniels
Eliecer Ramirez
Rebecca Ramirez
Eric Hudson
Katie Taintor

PROFESSIONAL DANCE 
“BUDDIES”
Bruce Abas
Rebecca Abas
Russell Alliev
Cody Arndtson
Gordon Bratt
Gary Dahl**
Darren Franco*
Shane Haggerty
Bonnie Inveen
Whitney Irenev

Chris Kempainen
Julie Jacobson-Kendle
Jay Larson
Troy Lerum
Shinya McHenry
Deanne Michael
Quang Nguyen
Rhett Romsaas
Kit Smart*

* Duluth
** Rochester

2017–18 FINANCIAL INFORMATION

INCOME
44%

21%

33%2%

Program Service Fees $170,500
Event Sponsors $7,046
Individuals $130,344
Grants & Organizations $81,106

Total $388,996

EXPENSES

Program Service $295,369
Management & Fundraising $41,160

Total $336,529

12%

88%



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
WINNING WALTZ SPONSORS 
($5,000+)
Sonja Vogen Baertsch*
Sharon Gentling** 
Beverly Grossman
iDEAL Energies LLC
JCI Saint Paul
Bob Sondag
TEAMWORK TANGO 
SPONSORS 
($2,000–$4,999)
Julie Anderson
Catherine Andrus
Barbara Forster
Delores (Dede) Ouren
Maxine Wallin

READY TO RUMBA SPONSORS 
($1,000–$1,999)
Brad and Mary Bakken
Susan Boren
Jim Carter*
Judith Corson
Monique Forcier*
Toni Halleen
Cecily Hines
Andrea and Dr. Brad Kuzel*
Vicci Johnson
Robert Midness
Constance Packard
Donald Phillips
Jonathan Reznick*

Dr. Rosebud Roberts**
Jill Smith and Greg Warner
Superior Ballroom Dance 
 Studio*
Dr. Constance Thai and Dr. Tony 
 Novak
Dr. Andrew Thomas
Dennis Yelkin
Anonymous

SWING SPONSORS 
($500–$999)
Lynn Anderson
Sue and Harvey Anderson*
Donna Avery
Dr. Patricia Barrier**
Delia and Tyrone Bujold
Camille Burke
John Burns
Ligaya Carlos
Dars Double Scoop
Wendy Dayton
Katherine Goodale
Tom Hoch
Sharon Kennedy
Ron Mirenda
Judy and Lou Ohly**
Sarah Rockler
David and Cathy Schmitt
Carol and Stewart Swanson**
USA Dance Southern Minnesota 
 Chapter**

FOXTROT SPONSORS 
($250–$499)
Rebecca Anderson
Don and Ellen Ardery
Sharon Burton**
Shannon Carson
Nell and Ronald Collier
DanceLife Ballroom
Richard Eichstadt**
Heather and John Hammargren
Suzanne Jebe
Jean LaFavor
Catherine McBride**
Bonnie Speer McGrath
Scott and Bernie Osborn
Debra Owens
Dee Dee Phillips
Terese Pritschet
Art and Cheri Rolnick
Rotary Club of Crystal-New   
 Hope-Robbinsdale
Michele and Peter Timmons
Susan Vandersteen*

FRIENDS 
($50–$249)
Linda Diane Aldis
Terri Allred**
Jeremy Anderson and Yuko  
 Taniguchi**
Julie Andrus
Robert Anholt and Ann Waltner
Jennifer and Mark Arriola
Krisi Bailey

Connie Barry
Susan Blohm
Lance Boole
Casey Cambridge and Jackie  
 Strait
Paul and Mary Cederberg
Yeun Jong Chou
April Christensen
Lisa Cregan
Roxanne Denysiuk
Ultan and Terry Duggan
Susanne Egli
Warren Erickson 
Michael and Suzanne Ericson
Elena Giannetti
Joseph and Moose Giannetti
Donna Glynn
Katherine Gove
Marge Gramtham**
James Gray
Kim Griswold Holmberg
Jill Gruver
Joyce Gudding
Jeannine Hadley**
Shane Haggerty
Mary Hartnett and Joseph 
 Knaeble
Linda Harvey
Lynn Heidelbauer
Karen Helland
Mark and Susan Hervey
Linda Holstein
Doug Holtan
Ann and Chuck Hommeyer

Dolores Houle 
Julie Jacobson Kendle
Lori Jacobwith
Marion Johnson
Thomas and Gayle Junnila
Karen and Mark Tepley
Katie Knaeble
Gary Knox
Leslie Koepke
Barbara Kuenne
Ludwik J. Kulas
Elaine Kvasnik
Peter Langworthy
Anne and Tom LaTourelle
Kelley Lindquist
Lavonn Lovstad**
Jamie Lund
Deborah Lundgren
Helen Malby
Bernice Mattke 
Katharine Mauer
Kathy McCarthy
Hon. Mary Jo McGuire
Wendy McKinnis
Roseann McMahon
Terry Meyer
Ronald Mirenda II
Sally Moore
Joan Moser
Cathy Muggee
Dr. Kirsten Nelson
New Asia Express 
Tom Nichol
Henry Pak



Nelson Peralta
Mark and Mary Peterson
Mary Phelps**
Shelli Place
Stephanie Podulke**
Carol Post and Gary Stroick
Pamela and John Harr
Judy and Bob Prentiss
Mark Querna
Thue and Uttara Rasmussen
Sen. Ann Rest
Karen Reynolds
Diane Robinson
Susan Rosenthal
Gaynell Schandel
Gena Schottmuller
Kathleen Schuler
Becki Schwietz
Russell L. Scott
Maureen Shaver
Lyndon Smith
Mary Jo Sodd
Patricia Soulak
Paul Stachour
Missy Staples Thompson
Amy Steinkraus**
Ray Stif f
Rita Stoner
Margaret Telfer
Thomas Tinkham and 
 Jacquelyn Hauser
Nancy Thomas
Joyce Thompson

Virginia Tollefson
Dinah Toups**
Timothy Ulrich
Suzanne VanHorne
Susan Viking-Kueck
Nancy and Joe Wagner
Tish Watson
Betty Wentworth
Ellen Werr
Teri and Michael Youngdahl
Paulette Zenner

IN-KIND DONORS
C. J. Hurst
MidPointe Event Center
Snow Ball DanceSport 
 Competition
TST Creative Catering
Twin Cities Open Ballroom 
 Championships
University of Minnesota 
 Ballroom Dance Club
u partner dance
USA Dance, Minnesota Chapter
Karen Tanigawa, Graphic Design 

* Duluth
** Rochester

We gratefully acknowledge our 
Circle of Dance Champions (in 
orange) who have made a five-
year commitment to Heart 
of Dance at the levels indicated.

GRANTORS
The Emerald Foundation
F. R. Bigelow Foundation
Mardag Foundation
The Saint Paul Foundation
Rochester Area Foundation**
Metropolitan Regional Arts 
 Council
The Gage Family Foundation
Greater Rochester Arts and 
 Cultural Trust**
Citizens Independent Bank
Think Mutual Bank**
Ecolab Foundation
McNeely Foundation

OUR DONORS AND 
VOLUNTEERS ROCK!
2016–18 Volunteer Engagement Committee Chair 
Dede Ouren (right) is honored, as new Chair Joyce 
Thompson assumes the role. They are just two of 
our Heart of Dance volunteer Classroom Assistants 
and donors upon whom our mission depends. Dede 
managed the Classroom Assistant program and is 
a member of the Board of Directors and Circle of 
Dance Champions.

*Photo Credits: C.J. Hurst 
Photography, Rory Thomas 
Productions, and Columbia 
Heights Public Schools





THREE YEARS
OF GROWTH 
4,044 5th graders
108 8th graders
165 classrooms, 42 schools
70% students of color
66% free and reduced lunch

2017-18 SCHOOL YEAR
13 part-time Teaching Artists
84 classrooms in 31 schools
415+ donors and volunteers



info@heartofdancemn.org
www.heartofdancemn.org

612.750.1262

 

HELP BRING DANCING CLASSROOMS TO A CHILD YOU LOVE!

• Connect us to educators and parents
• Volunteer as a Classroom Assistant
• Audition to become a Teaching Artist
• Make a financial gift in any amount

• Become a Classroom Sponsor to grow more
classrooms

• Become an Event Sponsor or co-brand with
Heart of Dance

• Invite Heart of Dance to your school or
community event

IMPACT REPORT

“Dance class made me feel more 
confident and made my shoulders 
feel like there's nothing there.”

“He opened up and talked about 
it and shared more with us.”

“Respectful physical contact: it's so critical now to 
explicitly teach and Dancing Classrooms does just that.”

“I experienced a huge boost in my relationships with my 
students. It was a real bonding experience.”

“She got better test scores 
and feels better about herself.”

 88%
of parents believe other students would benefit from 

  Dancing Classrooms:

 70%
of teachers noticed a decrease in student behavior

 management problems during Dancing Classrooms: 94%
of Dancing Classrooms students 

  agree they will be successful when 
they grow up:
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